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Do you want to learn more about the Winston Churchill, but don’t have time to read huge, long
biographies? Then let The History Journals take you on an hourly history tour of his tenure in
World War 2.After five years of steering the nation through the stormy waters of World War II,
Winston Churchill was weary and anxious about the future but ready to continue the fight for
Britain. What was he thinking? The old warrior was definitely concerned that the British Empire,
exhausted and financially drained by such lengthy fighting, would be sidelined as the endgame
came into view by its more powerful American and Russian Allies. Winston Churchill had
undeniably given his all for King and country and an Allied victory promised to be his finest hour;
but he was wise to be cautious, and quite incredibly his own future as the nation’s Prime Minister
was far from assured. You will learn about:Churchill’s concerns about the status posed by Stalin
and Russia Post war.The importance of the Okinawa battle to the result of the war in
Europe.World is notified of multiple concentration camp horrors.Funeral of FDR and Harry S.
Truman steps onto the International stage.The fight and conquest of Berlin.VE day – Winston
receives the accolades for his selfless endeavor on behalf of a grateful nation.The History
JournalsWe create enlightening History Books for people looking to learn about topics in a
Quick Study Guide format. Our books won’t take you days to read (or listen to) – but can be
enjoyed over a cup of coffee and an hour or so of your time. They are the perfect starter to see if
you’d like to delve deeper into any specific subject.

PRAISE FOR MANTLE OF COMMAND "The Mantle of Command is splendid: It’s the memoir
Roosevelt didn’t get to write." —New York Times Book Review "Masterly." —Wall Street Journal
"FDR has frequently been underestimated as a military leader, yielding, in the historical
imagination, to George Marshall and Winston Churchill, among others. Nigel Hamilton attacks
this view with his characteristic verve, portraying a president with the reins of war fully, if often
subtly, in his hands. The conventional wisdom will never be the same." —H.W. Brands, author of
Traitor to His Class: The Privileged Life and Radical Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt
"Nigel Hamilton’s Mantle of Command is a stirring and noteworthy book about Roosevelt’s
crucial role as commander-in-chief during World War II. Hamilton writes with insight, passion,
and a great grasp of history. I believe this book will become the standard by which other books
about FDR’s role in World War II will be measured." — Carlo D’Este, author of Patton: A Genius
for War and Warlord: A Life of Churchill at War, 1874–1945 "This is not the Roosevelt (or
Churchill) you'd expect. From the start, an aggressive, in-charge FDR emerges from a wonderful
weaving of established scholarship and the fascinating bits and pieces that make history live.
Churchill is an inspirational nag, with a busy, unfocused strategic vision. A key entry into the
ongoing debate over who made grand strategy in the early war years — Roosevelt or Churchill?"



— Warren F. Kimball, author of Forged in War: Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Second World War
"Nigel Hamilton in Mantle of Command presents a very different wartime Franklin Delano
Roosevelt than the one we are used to seeing. Whether or not one agrees with all his
conclusions, Hamilton clearly shows that FDR was an extremely strong and effective
commander-in-chief. This volume should go a long way to dispelling popular myths about
Roosevelt as a naïve and weak war leader." — Mark Stoler, editor of the George C. Marshall
Papers & Professor Emeritus of History, University of Vermont "Nigel Hamilton has written a
spirited and thoughtful ‘revisionist’ study of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as commander-in-chief
during the first phase of U.S. involvement in the Second World War. Hamilton’s narrative skill
brings alive the human dramas, logistic hurdles, and strategic debates to show how FDR’s
indispensable drive and forward-looking leadership tamed his own ‘team of rivals’ and set the
United States and its Allies on the road to victory over the Axis. The books enlivens the often
murky worlds of bureaucratic struggle and military detail to demonstrate how important it was for
the United States to ‘get it right’ early in the war and how FDR accomplished this." —Michael
Schaller, author of Douglas MacArthur & Regents Professor of History, University of Arizona
PRAISE FOR COMMANDER IN CHIEF "Ably dramatizes Roosevelt's wranglings with Churchill
during World War II ... Provocative ... It is stimulating to follow Hamilton as he lays out his
argument."—Thomas E. Ricks, New York Times Book Review "Superb." — Fareed Zakaria "A
detailed look at Franklin Roosevelt's role in the Allied strategy midway through World War II, with
an emphasis on his relations with Winston Churchill. H --This text refers to the hardcover
edition.About the AuthorNIGEL HAMILTON is a best-selling and award-winning biographer of
President John F. Kennedy, General Bernard “Monty” Montgomery, and President Bill Clinton,
among other subjects. His most recent book, The Mantle of Command: FDR at War, 1941–1942,
was long-listed for the National Book Award. He is a senior fellow at the McCormack Graduate
School, University of Massachusetts, Boston, and splits his time between Boston,
Massachusetts, and New Orleans, Louisiana. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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Winston ChurchillIn April 1945 the Second World War was nearing its conclusion. In Europe,
Allied armies were driving ever further into Nazi Germany from east and west, and victory was,
quite literally, within their sights. For Adolf Hitler, once the triumphant master of an empire that
stretched from the Pyrenees to the Volga, the writing was on the wall. Now a Berlin recluse in his
underground bunker, surrounded by only his most loyal supporters, the Führer’s every word still
meant life or death for the German people and the millions of foreign slave laborers and
concentration camp inmates in Nazi captivity. Before the guns would be finally silenced,
hundreds of thousands of innocent souls would perish in the flames and rubble of the dying
Third Reich.On the opposite side of the world, Hitler’s Axis partner, Imperial Japan had been left
reeling by the Americans fighting out in the Pacific Theatre of War. Sustained by the world’s
greatest economy, the reach and shear power of the USA was by now simply staggering. Huge
amphibious armies protected by massive naval forces were leap-frogging across the Pacific ever
closer to Japan and giant B-29 bombers were raining fire and high explosives onto its cities. In
the waters around Japan, American submarines had almost run out of ships to sink and in the
meantime the Japanese population, some 90 million strong, faced economic collapse and
starvation.In the Far East, British troops had recaptured Burma from the Japanese, who had
been in occupation since 1942, and back in London, Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, was
receiving equally encouraging news from the fighting on all fronts.Even so, after five years of
steering the nation through the stormy waters of war, Churchill was weary and anxious about the
future. The old warrior was concerned that the British Empire, exhausted and financially drained
by such lengthy fighting, would be sidelined as the endgame came into view by its more
powerful American and Russian Allies. Winston Churchill had undeniably given his all for King
and country and an Allied victory promised to be his finest hour, but he was wise to be cautious,
and quite incredibly his own future as the nation’s Prime Minister was far from assured.As April
the 1st 1945 dawned, three weeks had passed since the first American troops had seized the
Ludendorff Bridge over the River Rhine at Remagen before the Germans had been able to
demolish it. The rest of the 46 road and rail bridges that had spanned the Rhine had all been
blown up and ironically the Ludendorff Bridge collapsed under the shock of constant near
misses by German artillery fire and air attacks just ten days after the 1st US Army had used it to
secure a bridgehead on the east bank of the Rhine.The Rhine was the only major natural



obstacle between the armies led by General Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Allied Supreme
Commander in Europe, and the rest of Germany. Once the Rhine had been crossed the rest of
the German nation would be accessible, and Eisenhower’s troops might well have reached
Berlin before the Red Army, who had been held at the River Oder, ninety miles beyond the city,
since the end of January.When Eisenhower had assumed total command of ground operations
in September 1944, his land campaign in North-West Europe had its critics, one of the most
vociferous being Field Marshal Sir Bernard Law Montgomery. Better known as “Monty”, the
Englishman notorious for being great to serve under but appallingly difficult to command, led the
21st Army Group as the Allies really started to make progress in Germany through March and
into April 1945.Charged with putting Operation Plunder into action Montgomery’s 21st Army
Group saw Canadian, British and American troops cross the Rhine near Wesel. Montgomery’s
men captured all their objectives, sustaining only minor losses within hours. However, Operation
Varsity, in which two Allied airborne divisions were dropped beyond the east bank of the Rhine
did not fare so well, suffering heavy casualties.Watching the drama unfold in the skies from the
relative safety of the west bank of the Rhine was none other than Winston Churchill himself.
Always keen to visit the front whenever he could, Churchill had travelled to General
Eisenhower’s tactical headquarters overlooking the river. As ever Churchill was determined to
throw himself into the centre of the action, and much to Eisenhower’s dismay, the British Prime
Minister, now in his 70s, leapt into an American landing craft and crossed the Rhine.But
Churchill had more to contemplate than Eisenhower worrying about his personal safety with the
looming division of Europe into two rival ideological and military blocs.Churchill believed that the
now ailing American President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, seriously underestimated the danger
posed by Joseph Stalin and the Russians. The British Prime Minister wanted Eisenhower and
the Western Allies to advance all the way to Berlin before the Soviets could get there, but
Eisenhower regarded the destruction of German military power as his primary mission. Berlin in
itself was not his main priority. But for the time being with German artillery spotters and snipers
still active on the east bank of the Rhine, Eisenhower’s immediate task was to persuade
Churchill to return to the comparative safety of the west bank before he got hurt.
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Ebook Tops Reader, “A good short read...... Not a super in depth / detailed look at his WWII
years but it did get me thinking more about the kind of things he had to deal with during that time.
I enjoyed it.”

The book by The History Journals has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 16 people have provided
feedback.
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